iece By Piece — Bethphage and Bethany!" 

Text: Mark 11:11, "And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple; and 
when e had looked round ahout upon all thin , ad now the 
evening was coming, He went out unto Bethany with the twelve.' 
.pture: Mark 11:1-11 

We have now come to the last stages of Jesus' Journey to Jerusalem. le have 
traveled with Ilim thus far starting at Tyr ion, through the Decapolis, 
to Dalmanutha, to Bethsaida, on to Caesareg Philippi, down through Galilee, 
to Capernaum, to Judea, to Jericho and now to Jerusalem and the small towns 
surrounding it. &h All of this now stretches behind Jesus and behind us IP : 
some huge roadmap or as a giant puzzle. Each piese has been examined and look- 
ed at in the light of the importance it played in the life of Jesus. 
In our scripture this morning we read that He came near to Jerusalem, to Beth- 
phage, and Bethany near the Mount of Olives. Jesus had been here before, and 
if we EfcHXKEfcxxKXEaii have only read Matthew Hark a nd . .are is a tendency 
to suppose that Jesus had just come to this area and Jerusalem for the fj 
time. But if we read the Jospel of John we get a clearer picutre that tells 
isus making at least three Passover i in Jerusalem. is in familiar 
territory. In particular He is at home any which was only 1 5/8 miles 
Past of Jerusalem and was the xr home of His friends Pazarus, fcha. 

The name .ny meant "House of Dates," and the other small town which was 
just a little further Past, was called Bethphage and its name meant, "House of 

Pigs." Thus two fruits which seem to go together in our thinking, were the 

throu 
names of two small villages fcs which Jesus passed on His last trip to Jeru- 
salem. 

Our Scripture forvthis morning is the very familiar scripture of His triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem astride a lowly donkey. let, I wonder how many of us 
have ever pondered the wording spoken by the people as He passed by? We sing 
the words in the Seraphic Hymn at our Communion services. xta We read, (vs 9) 
"And they that went before, and they that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna!" 
this word in Eebrew is tC >HI AH NA. If you notice in your Bibles, the 



word Hosanna is followed by an exclamation point. This is si ' "■ int be- 

' T ■ i- 

o first of all it is not followed by a comma, and thus, is -ar part of 
following wording. Jut it is followed acclamation point, me 



w -2- 

it is first festinK. something that is being exclaimed. And second that it '. 
se~ rate and distinct from that which follows. The reason for this, is because 
this excalamation appears in what is known as the Hallel and it was sung at 
both the Passover and the Peadt of barnacles. It is taken from the 118th 
Psalm, verse 25 which reads, "Save now, I beseech thee Lord: Lord, I be- 
seech thee, send now prosperity." The word losa na meant, "Save Now." ■ It 
meant praise which is how we read it, but it meant much more than that. It 

used by the people seeking help and protection at the hands of the king. 
tese people stood shouting lioaama, it was really a cry to God to 
break in and to save His people now that the Messiah had come. 
At this particular point in His ministry, Jesus is not being questioned who He 
was, and by what authority did He do this. Instead, He is being aclaimed with 
a positiveness that has been lacking all along. People questioned all that He 
did and why it was done. This has been the story of Jesus Christ right on dow 
tr -iur own age and 

In 19^3 Eve Curie wrote a book entitled "Journeys Among Warriors," in whiih 
she questioned this Jesus. She wrote, "You told us to be kind and forgiving, 
but for twenty solid eentutries , wretched, incorrigible men have gone on being 
merciless, full of violence and of hatred. Religious men and atheists alike 
have lived and ruled in a non-Christian way — and look at us now: we've never 
been in a worse mess." 

People still question today, "who is this Jesus?" He is not universally accept- 
ed because He is too " Le, too common. Make Him into something complex and 
incomprehensible, and people can accept Him. Strange as it seems people are 
more willing to accept things that are complex than they are to accept something 
simple and childlike, llnd this is what this Jesus Christ was and is. 
But there is also another gaxxxaxxiax verse in this scripture which is often 
c rlooked. It is the 11th verse, (HEAD). e read first of all that after 

ias arrived in Jerusalem He went to the Temple. Mere for Jesus was the 
place tkxK where men were supposed to find the presence of God. Here was a 
spot that should have been hallowed and holy. A spot that was set apart from 



-3- 

Ihe rest of the world. Here a sanctuary to which men were supposed to 

/( 

he ble to come to and worship Almighty God, rlere ^ fa i «m--te where Jesus came 

at the end of the day. &sx^KXEXHH±jqpcHkKisnrax±Exq5ikKHH5t In the late afternoon 
hours, as it began to daw rd evening, Jesus came to this place of rest 

and comfort. 

had deliber ';ted and planned His course of action much as a field 
general will maneuver and plot the future battles that lead to victory. 3esus 
had ministered and preached throughout much of this area and He was now de- 
liberately set on a course that could only clash with those in power. Go it 
was only natural that He should cone to the Temple for a few quiet mome . 
to be in His Father's house. 

But it is also ' ficant that He came here to look over the field of cob- 
bat, before He made His move. It was too late in the day to accomplish His 

:, and so he merely sized up the situation and retired for the night to 
h" friends in Bethany. Perhaps the vendors stalls were shut down, or in 
the process of being shutdown, and the efforts to throw them out of the 
Temple would only be wasted on a few merchant . iter to wait until the morn- 
ing when things were in full swing. 'hat way He could do the job properly 
and show all of the vendors that He was lashing out at the commercialism they 
had brought into the organized Church. 

This verse shows again that wonderful quality of Jesus as we -pointed out the 
other night. Then Jesus was about 15 miles from Jerusalem and in Jericho, 
he dealt with the blind man Bartimaeus. And we read that He stood still. He 
paused in His schedule to minister to the needs of 3oneon who needed hel . 
Here in the Temple w Lng His time to pause and to"look round 

about upon all things." He wasn't content to go by hearsay, or by rumor 

; the Temple had been turned into a commercial venture, he took time to 
for himself. And when he had satisfied Himself by seeing what He wanted 
to see we read that He went out to ay with the twelve. 

* here was one of the last times that He was able to spend a quiet evening 
with His firends and disciples. Starting the next day, I life took on the 
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ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Butler, Pennsylvania 
Fifth Sunday in Lent March 1 6, 1 975 

Rev, Ralph C Link, Pastor 
Mrs. Eugene Stepehnbcn^ Organist 
Mrs, Rqp£rt Syoert, Youth Choir Director 
Patty Basehore, Jeff Campbell - Acolytes 

ORDER OF WSH1P | |; 00 A.M. 
Prelude Music: "Jegub^ Word of Got Incarnate" Mozart 
"Quango Corpus' 1 Pergolesi 

Silent Prayer 
•Processional Hymn No. 7? "Now thank we all our Gon n 
•Ascription - Choral Amen 

*£xHORTATfON 

'Confession (In Unison) "Most Holy and Most Gracious God, 
who turnest the shadow of night into morning, s ati's fy us 
early with thy mercy, that we may rejoice ant. 3e glad all 
the pay, llft the light of thv countenance upon us i calm 
every troubled thought? and guide our feet into the way 
of peace. Perfect thy strength in our we>knesf, and help 

UB TO WORSHIP THEEJ THROUGH JeSUS ChrI ST OUR LoRP. Amen, W 

•Kyrie (ChOfR, Congregation anp Pabtor) 
•Assurance of Pardon - Choral Amen 

•pRALSE 

•Pastor: '0 Lord open our lips. 

•People: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise 
*Doxology No. 551 
Scripture: Mark II: l-l I 
Hymn No. 1 l+g "There is a green hill far away" 
•Affirmation of our FaIth (Apostles' Creed) 
•Gloria Patri 
•Call to Prayer 

•Pastor'- The Lorp be with you. 
•People: And with thy spirit. 
*Pastor: Let us Psay. 
•Prayer anp Prayer Response 
Offering 

Offertory; "Beside ^ill Waters" 
Baptism of Infant 

them : "Tell Me Oh Huufle Grass" 

) 



Clarke 
Junior Choi h 



Sermon: "Piece Rv Piece - Sethphage anp Bethany" 
Prayer and Lord's Piayer 
*Hvmn of Dedication No. ^72 "What a friend we have IN 
•Benediction and Three Fold Amen Jesus" 

Pobtlute: "The Lord is My Rock" Otis 

--------- *Congregati on Standing ------ 

The Lovely Flo-ers on the Altar have jieen placeo pv 

the Women's Fellowship to the "Glory of Goo" 
Serving ab Ushers today are: *Dave CuRTfe, Ra^ *t 

Dellen, Brian Pfahe, Steve Smtth, Chris Pfadi . 
Pres. and M«s, Roland Thompson will represent Council 
At the pooh today. 
Nursery will be provided today nY : Mrs, Carl h_LLEFREm 
Sue Hollcfreund ano Jean Fencil. 

— j JbUR CRIPS HAVE riEEN SET UP FOR YOUR USE, IF WE FILL 
/ stA? TME:W APr'fTIONAL ONES WILL HE PURCHASED - SECOND FLC-R 

over offices. Nursery will de in next room on a trial 
das js. 
The attendance Last Sunday was 2lg; Wed. - No record. 
Mon. - 7:30 - Fidelity Bihle Class. 
~Z**~ No Service here at St. Paul's on Wed. bo that you 

MAY HAVE ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR The ReV . W|LLlAM 

McLeqd, who will re preaching at the Calvary Church 
on the Diamond all this week wjth the exception of 
Saturday. 
-— ,-The following week - Holy Week - Wed - 7 : 30 - Paeparato 

- Service "Ephratm"; Thursday - Holy Communion anp 
the reception for ne<" memoirs will follow service; 
(the Congregation is invited to the Undercroft]^ 
Good Friday - 7 : 3^ Holy Communion, 

^3- Next Sunday is Palm Sunday - New members will nt 

received at this time. 
Baptized today: Douglas Eugene Venbel, son of 

Mr. & Mrs, Bernard Vensel - noRN Feb. 5* '975* 
Good Friday Breakfast - for Women - VWCA Auditorium, 

7:30 A.M. $3,50 f'ER person - Reservations are 

REQUIRED - 3^0 CAPACITY* CONTEMPORARY EASTER PLAY. 

Good Friday Breakfast - for men - YMCA Auditorium - 
6:00 A.M. - J. W. Harmdn anp Kennth Weitzel -tickets. 

Youth Fell.- are displaying stat iqnary-ohders-bign-up. 

Youth are saving - empty/towel & toilet paper rolls. 

Palm Sun. - U;00 - Sacreo Concert - Butler Symphony 
Choir - Ibt Methodist Church. 
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only naturHe Bhud cum 2 Temp H- few quiet moment 
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2 late day 2 mak move, accomp task, so merely size 
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upon all thin ; . 
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time able. spend quiet eve friends i discip 
; next day life took aspects turmoil strife 
He wud know no peace, quiet until arise from grave 
Go spent last eve among those whom He loved 
I oft wonder wen Ji nip 2day wat He C? 

' . . -m old Jew Temp Jeru, that Ion-;; jone destro 
tit 1 stone on nother aa Js predict i promised 
I mean Temp of G wiich in each of us, 
1 tell us 5 chap 1st Cor, our Bodies Temp of G 

:-ly as Js stood physic in i'emp Jeru, 
so He stand spiritu in Temps which U 
& as He survey scene B'l Him, wonder if He 
sara discourag sadness must felt wen stood in 
other te 
(ILLUJT. preacher -'■-. d ea d church ) 
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How at last 3tga Js Jorn 2 Jeru 

:rav fro::i ?yre-Gidon, thru Jecap, 2 Dalmanuthp. , 
2 Bethsaida, on 2 Caesar-Phil, dwn thru Gal, 2 Gape: 
2 Judea, 2 Jericho V now Jeru '■:-. 3m towns round it 
All stretch behind like giant puzz or rd map 
pee exam in lit of import in Ja life 
Script read Me cam near Jeru 2 Bthphace-Jisthany 

! iere B4/if only red Mt,Kk,Iik think Jeru only 1ce 
If read Jn C He here J I'aasovs. 
He in famil terri, in partic at hone in Bethany 

; Jeru, home friends j_.az , Mary, Mart' 
" house of date , fig 9 

Thus 2 fruits seem go 2gether our think, really 
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mean mop than that, 
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aps this speak 2 truly much church 2day, 3/ 
8: of temp that In ea us 
. T - rode majestic in2 Jeru on lowly "beast burden 
^ ->ng yrs ago. 

acclaimed king He rtfully a«Bw***i*fe- V* r V AT 
paused in midst temp & surveyed there the s 
"cene stitched out B4 Him 
I L_^_eve in this scrip we can read & C that which 
symbolic 
I Blieve we need permit King 2 ride, in majesty in2 
our very harts 8= lives 
But I also Blieve we need open indiiid temps 2 Him 
: ±HHfcoisOTxxi±JribE let Him look deep within 

need 2 let Him cleanse & purify us, just as 
;ried 2 do in Jeru next day 
(Illust drun ken man in depths') 
This man permitted 2 look inro his temp S: have opp 
change it & cleanse it. 

otra us? 

Js is "LOOKING R 0UII3 ABOUT, UPON ALL IK 
OUtf TICMPL33." "° — — =— 



re readied the pt where we can truly acclaim 
Him with our Hosannas , Bcause our Temps are in order 
Or do we need 2 do sum private temple clean of own! 
. w is a good time 2 do so while Js is waiting 
patiently «sSM* 2 3 acclaimed "-. 2 Blong wit! 
ea of us. 
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Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



